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Synopsis

A completely revised edition, covering every period and development to the present, the designers
and makers, the woods and other materials, the architecture and decoration. 2,000 photographs.
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Customer Reviews

This book is just what | was looking for: lllustrated descriptions of styles and terms used for
furniture. If you want to know what terms like "cabriole" mean (for which you really need
illustrations), this is probably the right book for you. | say "probably” because The Encyclopedia of
Furniture was originally published in 1938 and the current edition was revised almost 50 years ago.
Given that most of the material is historical, that’s not as bad as it soundsThe Encyclopedia of
Furniture would benefit greatly from the better editorial and production values that computerized
compilation methods have made possible. (Unfortunately, most publishers--reflecting the ownership
of many by huge multinational media corporations--are more interested in how fast they can publish
than whether the material is comprehensive or even factually correct.)Following are examples of the
kinds of problems that could be eliminated with some editorial direction and modern production
techniques (which will also give you an idea of what’s covered by The Encyclopedia of
Furniture):--The criteria for deciding what or who deserves an entry aren’t clear. For example, an
entry appears for William Morris but none for Breuer or Thonet. And does James Gillingham (an

18th century Phila. furniture maker whose name isn’t identified with a chair or any other piece of



furniture) warrant more space than either of these?--It appears that only photographic plates are
numbered, but line drawings don’t always appear adjacent to the text they illustrate. Because there
are 1800+ illustrations, this can create confusion. For example, to what do the unlabeled line
drawings numbered a-e at the top of col. 1, p. 389 refer (none of the text appearing on pages
388-389 appears to reference these).
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